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EDUCATION 

 
	PhD 	Texas A&M University,                                                                              May 2024 
            Agricultural Leadership, Education and Communications                                     
	 	Dissertation: “The effects of culturally tailored agricultural literacy curriculum on 
            Latino youth behavior” 
             
 
	MS 
	Texas A&M University, Animal Science 	         May 2018 

	 
	Thesis: “Development of a weaned pig model of enterotoxigenic  e.coli-induced environmental enteropathy” Funding: Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 

	 
 
	 

	BS 
	Texas A&M University, Animal Science 	December 2015 


 	 
 
HONORS AND AWARDS 


Distinguished Research Poster							    2025
Awarded to the collaborative efforts of myself and the team at the Association for International Agricultural and Extension Education 
	
	Distinguished Research Manuscript  	2024 
Awarded at the Southern region of the American Association for Agricultural Education 
 
	Melbern G. Glasscock Humanities Award 	2022 
Awarded during the Texas A&M Student Research Week for my research poster over the nexus of agricultural literacy and nutrition.  
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 

	University of Kentucky, Lexington, Kentucky  	Aug 2024-Current 
Assistant Professor, Department of Community and Leadership Development 
 
	Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas 	Jan 2023-May 2024 
Graduate Assistant, McGovern-Dole Food for Education-Kyrgyzstan  
 
	Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas 	  Aug 2022 to Dec 2022 
Athletic Academic Mentor, Athletics Department  
 
Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas 	               Summer 2022, Summer 2023 Graduate Assistant, One Health NIH SEPA project 
 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension, College Station, Texas 	         May 2019 to May 2022
Texas Youth Livestock and Agriculture 
 
	Blinn College, Bryan, Texas 	May 2019 to Aug 2021 
Instructional Professor, Department of Agriculture 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS 

 
Journal Publications  

Toole, R. D., Vincent, S. K., Byrd, A. P., Namkoong, K., Song, Y., & Sprayberry, S. R. (2025). Using a farm safety checklist to assess learner performance following a safety education training. Journal of Agricultural Safety and Health, 31(1), 63-74. https://doi.org/10.13031/jash.16156  

Sprayberry, S., Li, X., Goebel, D., Zanolini, W., & Wang, J. (2024). Cultivating cohesion: Nurturing knowledge and collaboration in the Norman Borlaug Youth in Agriculture Program. Journal of Agricultural Education, 65(4), 387–397. https://doi.org/10.5032/jae.v65i4.2839 

Strong, R., Sprayberry, S., Dooley, K., Ahn, J., Richards, J., Kinsella, J., Lee, C. L., Ray, N., Cardey, S., Benson, C. & Ettekal, A. (2023). Sustaining global food systems with youth digital livestock production curricula interventions and adoption to professionally develop agents of change. Sustainability, 15(18), 13896. 
https://doi.org/10.3390/su151813896  
 
Boeckman, J. X., Sprayberry, S., Korn, A. M., Suchodolski, J. S., Paulk, C., Genovese, K., Rech, R.R., Giaretta, P. R., Blick, A. K., Callaway, T. & Gill, J. J. (2022). Effect of chronic and acute enterotoxigenic E. coli challenge on growth performance, intestinal 
inflammation, microbiome, and metabolome of weaned piglets. Scientific Reports, 12(1), 1–14. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-022-08446-z  
 
Dunmire, K. M., Wickersham, T.A., Frenzel, L. L., Sprayberry, S. R., Joiner, L. C., Hernandez, L. P., Cassens, A. M., Dominguez, B., & Paulk, C. B. Effects of adding liquid lactose or molasses to pelleted swine diets on pellet quality and pig performance, Translational Animal Science, Volume 4, Issue 2, April 2020, Pages 616–629, https://doi.org/10.1093/tas/txaa039 
 
Blick, A. K., Giaretta, P. R., Sprayberry, S., Bush-Vadala, C., Paulk, C. B., Boeckman, J., Callaway, T. R., Gill, J. J. & Rech, R. R. (2019). Comparison of 2 fixatives in the porcine colon for in situ microbiota studies. Journal of Animal Science, 97(12), 48034809. https://doi.org/10.1093/jas/skz325 
 
Sprayberry, S., Murimi, M., Moyeda-Carabaza, A. F., Lee, H., & Nguyen, B. (2019). P203 Breaking the Vicious Cycle of Health Literacy and Related Health Outcomes: A Systematic Review. Journal of Nutrition Education and Behavior, 51(7), S124. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jneb.2019.05.579 
 
Sprayberry, S., Boeckman, J., Korn, A., Blick, A., Dunmire, K., Rech, R., Callaway, T., Genovese, K., Paulk, C., & Gill, J. (2018). PSV-8 Development of a weaned pig model of Enterotoxigenic E.coli-induced environmental enteropathy. Journal of 
Animal Science, 96(3), 51–52, https://doi.org/10.1093/jas/sky404.115 
 
Conference Posters 
 
Ettekal, A., White, J., White, C., Berry, D., Sprayberry, S., Gamel, B., & Lee, A. (2023). Character development in and through youth sport: Evaluating a retreat to promote spiritual integration. Society for Research on Adolescence, San Diego, CA.  
 
Sprayberry, S., Strong, R., & Murphrey, T. P. (2023). A meta-analysis of agricultural literacy programs for youth and adults. Proceedings of the 2023 American Association for Agricultural Education conference, Raleigh, NC. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.13140/RG.2.2.26167.60323 
 
Sprayberry, S. R., Strong, R. L., & Murphrey, T. R. (2022). A systematic review of youth programs addressing agricultural literacy and nutrition, The American Association of Agricultural Education, Western Region.  
 
Conference Presentations 

Toole, R. D., Vincent, S.K., & Sprayberry, S. R. (2025). Uncovering cumulative economic disparities: A comprehensive approach to identifying economically disadvantaged areas in the Southern United States. Proceedings of the 2025 Southern Region of American Association for Agricultural Education Conference. 
 
Sprayberry, S. R. (2024). The effects of culturally tailored agricultural literacy curriculum on Latino youth behavior. Texas A&M Student Research Week. 
 
Sprayberry, S.R., Xin, L., Goebel, D., Zanolini, W. & Wang, J. (2024). Growing together with wheat: Evaluation of the Norman Borlaug youth in agriculture program. The American Association of Agricultural Education, Southern Region.   
 
Sprayberry, S. R. & Strong, R. L. (2023) Juntos, we grow: A culturally tailored youth program capitalizing on the nexus of agricultural literacy and nutrition education”, The American Association of Agricultural Education, Southern Region. 
 
PRESENTATIONS AND INVITED LECTURES 

 
Invited Lectures, “ Experimental Research”, Texas A&M ALEC 695, 2024 
 
Invited Podcast Guest, Growing our Future Podcast, Texas FFA, 2024 
 
Invited Lectures, “Evaluating the Normal Borlaug Youth in Agriculture Program”, ALEC 472, 2024 
 
Invited Lectures, “Swine Reproduction”, North Central Texas College AGAH 1347, 2023 
 
Invited Podcast Guest, Ag Chicks, 2023 
 
Invited Lectures, “Burke and Litwin: Organizational Change”, Texas A&M ALEC 640, 2022 
 
Invited Lectures, “A Review of Youth Programs Addressing Agricultural Literacy and Nutrition”, Texas A&M ALEC 640, 2022 
 
Invited Lectures, “Leading with Dignity: Educators and Nontraditional Students”, Texas A&M ALEC 681, 2022 
 
Workshop, “Mental Health and Horses: How to Educate the Public”, Texas 4-H Equine Ambassador Training, 2022 
 
Workshop, “Social Media and Shooting Sports”, Texas 4-H Shooting Sports Ambassador Training, 2021 
 
Workshop, “Social Media Training,” Texas 4-H Livestock Ambassador Training, 2021 
 
Workshop, “Equine Media Training,” Texas 4-H Equine Ambassador Training, 2021 
 
Invited Lectures, “Swine Nutrition”, Texas A&M ANSC 412, 2017 
 
Invited Lectures, “Basics of Swine Nutrition”, Texas A&M ANSC 303, 2017 
 
GRADUATE STUDENTS 

 
Thesis Chair 

Allison Reaves, Department of Community and Leadership Development (Expected May 2026)

Hannah Grace Childress, Department of Community and Leadership Development (Expected May 2026) 

Thesis Committee Member 

Ruth Toole, Department of Community and Leadership Development (Expected May 2025) 

Justin Yount, Department of Community and Leadership Development (Expected May 2025) 

Tyler Newberry, Department of Community and Leadership Development (Expected May 2025)
 
PROFESSIONAL TRAINING 

 
Masters of Beef Advocacy, Beef Checkoff, 2024 
 
QPR Gatekeeper, QPR Institute, 2024 
 
Introduction to Structural Equation Modeling, CenterStat, 2023 
 
The Fundamentals of Digital Marketing, Google, 2021 
 
Extension Education Certification, Texas A&M University, 2020 
 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 

 
Gamma Sigma Delta, 2023-Present 
 
American Association of Agricultural Education, 2021-Present 
 
 SERVICE 

Conference Abstract Reviewer 
Engagement Scholarship Consortium, 2025

Journal Article Reviewer 
Advancements in Agricultural Development, 2024

University of Kentucky Junior MANRRS Competition 
Essay Judge, 2024

Research Manuscript and Poster Reviewer 
Southern AAAE Conference, 2025

Poster Reviewer 
Western AAAE Conference, 2024 
 
Research Manuscript and Poster Reviewer  
Southern AAAE Conference, 2024 
 
Timekeeper for Research Presentations  
Southern AAAE Conference, 2023  
 
Poster Reviewer  
National AAAE Conference, 2023 
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